
  
ARIZONA MUNICIPAL CLERKS’ ASSOCIATION 

ELECTIONS COMMITTEE MEETING 
 
 

Thursday, March 19, 2026 
2:00 p.m. 

Teams 
(Link sent via Calendar Invite) 

 

 

Committee Members:  Fatima Fernandez, Chair; Mike Sims Co-Chair; Kelly Williams, Board 
Liaison; Committee members: Denise Archibald, Erin Deskins, Jasmine Pernicano, June 
Wilson, Kristi Passarelli, Maria Rivera, Patricia Buchanan, Sara Burchill, and Andy Juarez.  

 

AGENDA 

1. Call to Order 
 

2. Roll Call 
 

3. Minute Taker – Mike Sims  
 

a. Approval of February 18, 2026, Election Committee Meeting Minutes 
 

4. New Business: 
a) AMCA Annual Elections Schedule and Training Materials 
b) Election Certification / Recertification Program – Vyond Video 
 

5. Adjournment  

Fatima Fernanddez 
AMCA Elections Committee Chairperson  



  
ARIZONA MUNICIPAL CLERKS’ ASSOCIATION 

ELECTIONS COMMITTEE MEETING 
 
 

Meeting Minutes Volunteer Schedule 

 

Meeting Schedule (3rd Thursday of the Month) at 2:00 p.m. 

Meeting Minutes Volunteer Schedule 

September 18, 2025 Denise Archibald 

October 16, 2025 Mike Sims 

November 20, 2025 June Wilson 

January 15, 2026 Jasmine Pernicano 

February 18, 2026 Sara Burchill 

March 19, 2026 Mike Sims 

April 16, 2026 Kristi Passarelli 

May 14, 2026* Maria Rivera 

June 18, 2026  Fatima Fernandez 

July 20-23, 2026 Elections Training/ Annual Conference 

 

Fatima Fernandez
May 21 - IIMC Conference



 
 
 
 

MINUTES 
 

1. Call to Order 
 

Chair Fatima Fernandez called the meeting to order at 3:02 p.m. 
 

2. Roll Call 
 

Present: Chair Fatima Fernandez, Co-Chair Mike Sims, Erin Deksins, Jasmine Pernicano, 
Maria Rivera, Sara Burchill, Andy Juarez 
 
Absent: Denise Archibald, June Wilson, Kristi Passarelli, Maria Ceaglske, Richelle Valenzuela 

 
3. Minute Taker – Sara Burchill 

 
a. Approval of January 15, 2026, Election Committee Meeting Minutes 

 
MOVED by Andy Juarez and SECONDED by Maria Rivera to approve the January 15, 
2026, Election Committee Meeting Minutes. 
 
Vote: Approved – Unanimously 
 

Chair Fatima asked for volunteers to take minutes for the April and May meetings. 
 
Kristi Passarelli volunteered for the April meeting. 
 
Mike Sims volunteered to do the March meeting.  
 
Maria Rivera volunteered to do the May meeting. 

 
4. New Business: 

a) AMCA Annual Elections Schedule and Training Materials 
 

The Committee discussed different strategies regarding how to organize 

Wednesday, February 18, 2026 
3:00 p.m. 

Teams 
(Link sent via Calendar Invite) 

ARIZONA MUNICIPAL CLERKS’ ASSOCIATION 
ELECTIONS COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 



breakout sessions, along with potential topics and timing of sessions. 
 
Chair Fatima stated she received confirmation from Adriana Carpio to do a 
presentation on Bond Election 101 as she just recently had a bond election. She 
asked for more suggestions on what the committee would like to hear during the 
conference. 
 
Andy suggested sessions for people who are completely new to elections to give 
information on very basic elements of elections such as definitions, forms, what 
they are for, where they can be found, deadlines, etc. The Committee further 
discussed this idea including how it would be accomplished whether using 
another room or keeping everyone in the main room. Based on feedback from 
seasoned clerks and even the Board to bring everything back to basics, this led to 
a consensus to keep the presentations to a more basic level of explaining the 
ground level of elections.  
 
Committee members suggested the following for additional topics: elections 
terminology; initial filings; elections calendar; candidate outreach; elections 
panel on initiative, referendum, and recall; mentometer. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding topics for the coming months’ meetings including 
figuring out presenters at the March meeting to have presentations ready 
between the April and May meetings.  
 
Chair Fatima mentioned that submission to IIMC for credits needs to be done 
soon as well.  
 

b) Newsletter Article (March 3, 2026) Ideas? 
 

Chair Fatima asked if anyone had any suggestions for anything to include in 
March’s newsletter article. 
 
Andy suggested adding helpful hints or reminders about the new election dates 
from the recent legislation changing the primary date.  
 
Mike Suggested including something about political signs as his jurisdiction had 
recently received a lot of questions on that subject. 
 

 
c) Election Certification / Recertification Program – Vyond Video Script 

 
Chair Fatima shared a video script that she had developed explaining the process 
for initial certification and recertification. 

5. Adjournment 

 Chair Fatima adjourned the meeting at 3:55 p.m. 



Sara Burchill 
AMCA Elections Committee Member 



 

 
ARIZONA MUNICIPAL CLERKS' ASSOCIATION 

ELECTIONS COMMITTEE 
TRAINING SCHEDULE 

 
 

 

ELECTIONS TRAINING SCHEDULE - DRAFT 

DAY 1 (FULL DAY) – WEDNESDAY, JULY 15, 2026 from 8:00 a.m.  to 5:00 p.m. 

Fountain Hills Community Center 

DRAFT – ELECTIONS TRANING 2026 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 15, 2026 – 7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Fountain Hills Community Center 

Time Topic Presenter 

7:30 a.m. – 8:00 a.m. Breakfast   

8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.  Welcome to Elections 2026! 
Elections 101 – The Basics 

(Calendar/Terminology/Preparation) 

Ben Lane? 

9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. Candidate Appointments (Official 
Filing Period/Petition 

Sheets/Candidate Challenges) 

 

10:00 a.m. -11:00 a.m. Candidate Elections/After the 
Election 

(Canvass/Recount/Certificates/Oath 
of Office) 

 

11:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m. Home Rule & General Plan  

12:00 p.m. -1:00 p.m. Lunch/Bingo  

1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. Panic in the Clerk’s Office – when 
citizens show up at the worst time: 

 Referendum /Initiatives/Recalls – 
Clerk Panel 

 



3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. Bond Election 101 / Publicity 
Pamphlet 

Adriana Carpio – Casa 
Grande 

4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. Other Elections: Franchise, Utility, 
Charter, Municipal Improvement 

District Election 

 

   

 

 

DAY 2 (HALF DAY) – THURSDAY JULY 24, 2025 

DRAFT - Elections Training 2025 

Thursday, July 16, 2026 – 8:00 am. To Noon (4 hours) 

Fountain Hills Community Center 

Time Topic Presenter 

8:00 a.m. to 8:02 a.m.  

 

Introduction & 
Housekeeping 

 

Fatima Fernandez 

8:02 a.m. to 8:07 a.m. Announce Basket Winners Marissa Greenwood, 
Prescott Valley 

8:07 a.m. to Noon 

• Two ten-minute 
breaks will be 
offered as 
designated by the 
presenter.  

(4 hrs) 

Campaign Finance & 
Legislative Updates 

 

Christina Estes Werther, 
Partner, Pierce Coleman 
PLLC - confirmed 

2 minutes Wrap up  

12:30 p.m. to ? Elections Certification 
Testing 

Arizona League of Cities 

Total hours for both days:   

 

 



 

FH Community Center does have two rooms available (beyond the ballrooms) that day.  

Ballrooms 1 and 2 are the rooms with the main session, and Ballroom 3 and 4 is the lunch room. 

FH said they have the Navajo Room and Computer Lab available, see map. 

 

** 135 participants divided by 4 classrooms = 34 participants per track 
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