
  
ARIZONA MUNICIPAL CLERKS’ ASSOCIATION 

MEMBERSHIP/MENTORING/REGIONAL LEADERS 
BI-MONTHLY MEETING MINUTES 

 
 

Wednesday, August 27, 2025 
9:00 a.m. 

 
Virtual Attendance: 

Microsoft Team Link 
Meeting ID: 298 996 133 230 9 

Passcode: jy3bi7GV  
 

 
Committee Members:     Kelly Williams, Board Liaison; Jennifer Ekblad, Chair/Region 5, Jasmine Pernicano, 

Co-Chair/Region 4; Erin Deskins, Region 1; Andrea Moreno, Region 2; Jessica 
Vaughn, Region 3; Marcella Sarmiento, Region 4; Mike Sims, Region 5; Natasha 
Kennedy, Region 6; Shannon Ortiz, Region 7; Richelle Valenzuela, Region 7; Emily 
Reed, Region 8; Alma Andrade, Region 9 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER – Roll Call with Introduction of Attendees 

Chair Ekblad called the meeting to order at 9:03 a.m.   

Present via Microsoft Teams: Kelly Williams, Board Liaison; Jennifer Ekblad, Chair/Region 5, Jasmine 
Pernicano, Co-Chair/Region 4; Jessica Vaughn, Region 3; Marcella Sarmiento, Region 4; Mike Sims, Region 
5; Shannon Ortiz, Region 7; Richelle Valenzuela, Region 7; Emily Reed, Region 8; Alma Andrade, Region 9 

Absent: Erin Deskins, Region 1; Andrea Moreno, Region 2; Natasha Kennedy, Region 6 

2. MINUTES 
Discuss and consider approval of the June 18, 2025 Committee Meeting Minutes. 
 
Motioned by Shannon Ortiz, seconded by Alma Andrade to approve the June 18, 2025 
Membership/Mentoring/Region Leaders Committee Meeting Minutes. The motion carried 
unanimously.   
 

3. NEW BUSINESS 
a. Membership/Mentoring/Regional Leaders Committee Overview: 

a. Review of Member Handbook and Purpose 
b. Review of MMR Committee Annual Report FY 2024-25 and Accomplishments 

Chair Ekblad gave an overview of the Committee Handbook and Purpose and briefly reviewed 
the Annual Report and provided the resources to the Committee for review.  

b. Discussion regarding Goals and Assignments for 2025-26  
a. Update the Clerk Areas of Expertise spreadsheet and increase awareness of this 

resource among association members.  

There was discussion on the relevancy of this spreadsheet, and possibly finding other 
innovative ways to increase awareness on clerk areas of expertise.  

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NDI3NTc2MTUtNTVhNi00Yzk0LWEwNzQtMTQ1OWNhMDQ1ZjIz%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22c702fde1-a423-4ad9-a07c-7575ecc47396%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22088407f3-66a1-465b-93eb-40507cda0992%22%7d


b. Continue to develop the mentoring program by incorporating defined timelines and 
structural elements, actively promote it across the association, and present the 
updated program to the committee and Executive Board for review and approval. 

Co-Chair Pernicano gave an update on next steps, which is to continue engaging with 
the subcommittee of current mentors to draft a proposal, and bring back the 
recommendations to the Committee. 

c. Provide Committee updates and articles to the Communications Committee to be 
included in the newsletter.  

Chair Ekblad suggested that Committee Member Kennedy, Region 6, could draft an article 
for consideration in the upcoming AMCA newsletter. 

d. Complete the Committee Handbook for future Chairs and Members. 

There was discussion on the resources available on the AMCA’s website and working 
towards updating the information available for seamless transition for new members.  

c. Discussion regarding Region Meetings 

Committee members shared updates on recent and upcoming regional meetings, and 
also shared how regions conduct their meetings. Committee Member Sarmiento shared 
that Region 4 meets quarterly and assigns out the cities/towns within the region to host 
for the next 1-2 years.  

4. GOOD OF THE ORDER / COMMENTS FROM COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
  Committee members reported on other committees they serve on.  
 
5. REMINDERS 

 No additional reminders were provided.  
 

6. NEXT MEETING DATE AND LOCATION 
Wednesday, October 22, 2025, at 9:00 a.m. 

 
7. ADJOURNMENT  

 Chair Ekblad adjourned the meeting at 9:58 a.m. 
 

Jennifer Ekblad, MMC, CPM, CRM 
Deputy City Clerk 
City of Chandler | City Clerk’s Office 
480-782-2183 Direct 
jennifer.ekblad@chandleraz.gov       
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