
 

 

 

ARIZONA MUNICIPAL CLERKS’ ASSOCIATION 
REGION 5 QUARTERLY MEETING MINUTES 

 
Tuesday, June 30, 2026 

9:00 am 
 

Town of Gilbert, Town Hall/Tower Room 146 
50 E Civic Center Drive  

Gilbert, AZ 85296 
Virtual Attendance Option: 

Microsoft Teams 

 
Committee Members: Steven Aguilar, Lisa Anderson, Denise V. Archibald, Erica Barba, Bevelyn 
Bender, Bambi Benitez, Megan Casey, Blaine Comeaux, Cynthia Cornejo, Kara A. DeArrastia, Dana R. 
DeLong, Ashley Doering, Tarrah Dofelmier, Jennifer Ekblad, Vianka Enriquez, Monica Figueroa, 
Cherise Fullbright, Samantha Gesell, Maria Gonzalez, Monica Gonzalez, Amy Greening, Regina 
Guisto, Patti Hageman, Nicole Harding, Dorothy Hernandez, Chaveli Herrera, Misty Johnson, 
James Keen, Benjamin Lane, Kristen Lecuyer-Benavidez, Andrea Linford, Amy Loper, Sarai 
Marroquin, Judy Martinez, Evie McKinney, Duncan Miller, Eric Miller, Holly Moseley, Amy Nugent, 
Hope Olguin, Phyllis Angela Padgett-Espiritu, Amy Rebenar, Carla Reece, Bridgette Rhodehouse, 
Kendall Riley, Lisa Rivera, Teresa Riza, Sara Robinson, Victoria Roedig, Rocio Ruiz, Michael Sims, 
Denise Stroh, Melanie Talbot, Denise Tapia, Vera Warhurst, David Welch, and June Wilson 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
  
 The Town of Gilbert hosted the Region 5 meeting of June 30, 2026.  Town Clerk Chaveli 

Herrera called the meeting to order at 9:02 a.m. 
 

2. INTRODUCTION/ROLL CALL AND WELCOME 
 

Gilbert Town Manager Mario Paniagua welcomed everyone Gilbert and discussed the work 
of a municipal clerk, noting he spent time as the City Clerk in Phoenix. 
 
The attendees combined roll call with introductions and shared their favorite movie as an 
icebreaker. 

 
Members Present: Steven Aguilar, Bevelyn Bender, Bambi Benitez, Kara A. DeArrastia, 
Ashley Doering, Tarrah Dofelmier, Vianka Enriquez, Maria Gonzalez, Regina Guisto, Patti 
Hageman, Nicole Harding, Dorothy Hernandez, Chaveli Herrera, Benjamin Lane, Andrea 
Linford, Judy Martinez, Evie McKinney, Eric Miller, Holly Moseley, Amy Nugent, Angela 
Padgett-Espiritu, Carla Reece, Bridgette Rhodehouse, Teresa Riza, Michael Sims, Denise 
Stroh, and June Wilson 

 
3. MINUTES 

a. Discuss and consider approval of the April 20, 2026, Region 5 Meeting Minutes. (Minutes 
attached) 



Bambi Benitez moved to approve the April 20, 2026 Region 5 Meeting minutes. Michael 
Sims seconded. Motion passed by a voice vote. 

 
4. BUSINESS 

a.  Roundtable Discussion 
i.   2026 Legislation Changes, Interpretation and Impacts  
The group discussed their interpretation and possible impacts  of the following bills 
that had recently been passed in legislation: SB 1133 (candidate financial 
disclosures; public officers), HB 2874 (campaign committees; termination 
statements; contributions), SB 1167 (cities; towns; counties; posting; website), SB 
1259 (campaigns; protected residential addresses), SB 1664 (signatures required; 
nomination petitions), HB 2406 (minors; victims’ rights; public records), and HB 
2805 (electronic signatures; nomination petitions).  There was no formal speaker 
and the discussion revealed the need for more clarification on the bills’ impacts. 
 

 ii. Election Questions and Experiences 
  1. Candidate Winner Formula 

Judy Martinez noted that Evie McKinney from Apache Junction requested the 
topic but was not present at the meeting.  Chaveli Herrera and Ben Lane 
discussed the calculation as defined in statute.  Holly Moseley of Mesa offered 
to contact Evie. 
2. Sign Challenges 
This was a requested for open discussion on sign challenges.  Chaveli Herrera, 
Judy Martinez, and Bambi Benitez shared their experiences, the handling of 
complaints regarding signs, and how long candidates had to pick up any 
collected signs. 
 

 iii. Best Practices for Managing Public Speakers 
 Judy Martinez noted that Kara DeArrastia from Tempe had requested the topic but 

was unable to attend. The group then discussed their respective processes for 
managing public speakers, including time limits and the advantages and 
disadvantages of using paper versus electronic speaker cards. 
 

 iv.   Pending Council Documents – Obtaining Signatures - Outside Entities 
Attendees discussed how signatures were obtained from outside organizations after 
Council meetings.  Maria Gonzalez stated that in Queen Creek the Clerk’s Office 
managed obtaining internal signatures only, while department staff was responsible 
for outside signatures.  The group discussed the use of electronic vs. “wet” 
signatures. 
 

b. Region 5 Basket(s) for 2026 Annual Conference 
Mike Sims asked attendees to provide items to him as soon as possible, noting he 
needed to photos of the donated baskets.  



 
5. GOOD OF THE ORDER / COMMENTS FROM REGION 5 MEMBERS 
 None. 
 
6. REMINDERS 

a. 2026 AMCA Summer Conference and Elections Training 
It was noted that the AMCA Summer Conference and Elections Training was scheduled 
for July 14-2026 July 16, 2026 at the Fountain Hills Community Center. 
Chaveli Herrera noted that Rommel Cordova’s family had been invited to attend the 
award ceremony, where the first scholarship in Rommel Cordova’s honor would be 
presented. 

b. Region Photos and Updates to Communications Committee 
Judy Martinez asked the attendees to pose for a photo to be included with an update in 
a future AMCA Newsletter. 

c. Newsletter Opportunities and Deadlines 
Judy Martinez noted that the Communications Committee was accepting submissions 
for the AMCA Newsletter and noted the upcoming deadline. 

7. NEXT MEETING DATE AND LOCATION 
a. August 17, 2026, Foutain Hills 

8. ADJORMENT 
 Chaveli Herrera adjourned the meeting at 10:30 a.m. 
 
 
_______________________________________________ 
Minute Taker: 
Judy Martinez,  Deputy Town Clerk, Town of Gilbert 
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